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Center poll has some disappointing news for proponents of a
higher minimum wage. Most Americans (76 percent) said they
would support raising the federal minimum wage to at least $10
an hour — but only 20 percent of Republicans and 12 percent of
Republicans said they supported it, on average. With its new
survey, the research center found that support for a minimum
wage hike was largely bipartisan. While 59 percent of
Republicans said they would support a minimum wage hike to
$10 an hour or more, 32 percent said they would oppose it.
Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid has introduced a bill to
raise the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour. Last week,
President Obama endorsed raising the minimum wage to $10.10
an hour, but stopped short of endorsing Reid’s plan. “At a time
when nearly 1 in 10 families in this country can’t earn enough
to afford a basic necessity, we can’t afford not to act,” Obama
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said on Wednesday. Story continues below advertisement. But
businesses — including many small, family-owned ones — say
increases in the minimum wage would be bad for consumers
and the economy. Small businesses are the engine of the U.S.
economy, employing nearly 60 percent of the private workforce.
Small businesses owners tend to be older and white, and they
are disproportionately women. A study by the National Small
Business Association found that small businesses with 500
employees employ only 10 percent of all workers but account
for 43 percent of all firms. Small businesses also tend to be
more likely than large businesses to be family run. And small
businesses are more likely to hire workers at minimum wage.
Only 20 percent of small business owners say they pay their
workers at least $10 an hour. The Pew survey found that
although Republicans support a “more modest” minimum wage
hike, the vast majority of them — 89 percent — said they believe
small businesses should
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